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I.  Academic/scholarly activities  
 

s the Philippine Statistical Association (PSA) enters into the threshold of its 60th Founding Anniver-
sary, participation in pursuits that strengthen the capability of the larger community of producers and 
users of statistics remain at the center of its activities. Notable among these are the conduct of the 

Annual Conference, short training courses for institutional members, participation in the hearings organized 
by the House of Representatives on proposed legislation reorganizing and strengthening  the  Philippine Sta-
tistical System, publication of The Philippine Statistician (2009 and 2011 issues), and pursuit of other advoca-

Conference. The Annual Conference held on 
September 26-77, 2011 at the Sarabia Manor 
Hotel and Convention Center in Iloilo City, in 
cooperation with the Department of Tourism 
focused on the theme ñTourism and Statisticsò. 
It was a doubly significant event as the PSA 
turned 59 on Sept. 24th and World Tourism Day 
was celebrated on September 27th. The event 
provided an excellent opportunity for discuss-

ing the generation of 
quality tourism statis-
tics that will be of 
benefit to all stake-
holders in the tour-
ism industry. For this 
undertaking, the PSA 
remains grateful to 
the Principal spon-
sors, namely, the 
San Miguel Corpora-
tion, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, and National Statistics Office; the Major Spon-
sors, Negros Navigation and the Bureau of Agricultural Statistics; and the Spon-
sors, the Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics, Statistical Research and 
Training Center, and the UP Statistical Center Research Foundation. Despite the 
inclement weather, some 262 participants from all regions of the country (from as 
far north as the Cordillera Administrative Region to the Autonomous Region from 
Muslim Mindanao) attended the Conference. In addition, a big delegation from vari-
ous academic institutions attended the Special Session on Statistics Education or-
ganized by the Commission on Higher Education.   The two-day event opened with 
a warm welcome from the Mayor of Iloilo City, Hon. Jed Patrick Mabilog, and an 
inspiring message from the Undersecretary of the DOT, Hon. Daniel G. Corpuz. 
The DOT presented a cultural show during cocktails, followed by dinner graciously 
hosted by Mayor Mabilog for the presenters, discussants and guests.  

Participants to the 2011 Annual  Conference on Tourism and Statistics  
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Training.  The PSA Training Committee developed 7 modules on Modeling and 
Forecasting Financial Markets and Quantitative Analysis of Cross-Section and 
Panel Data.  Six modules have been  conducted, namely, Module 1 - Univariate 
Time Series Analysis and its Application to Finance; Module 2 ï Multivariate 
Time Series Models; Module 3 - Financial Econometrics: Modeling Assetsô Cor-

relations and Risks; Module 5 ï Advanced Time Series Analysis: 
Bayesian Econometrics; Module 6 ï Quantitative Analysis. of 
Cross-Section Data; and Module 7 ï Quantitative Analysis of 
Pooled and Panel Data.  Module 4 - Advanced Time Series 
Analysis: State Space Models and Kalman Filter, Markov 
Switching Models has been scheduled for the last week of Janu-
ary 2012. Once more, PSA training courses have elicited the 

interest of prospective participants from Africa who have requested for 

formal individual invitations to enable them to participate in the various 

courses and to give them ample time to obtain travel papers in time for 

the training. These short training courses conducted from July to Novem-

ber 2011 are basically for the benefit of the PSA institutional members 

who are entitled to one free slot year in any of the modules. Institutional 

members that opted to send more than one participant to the course were 

charged PhP10,000/participant per module. The same courses are open 

to non-institutional members for a fee of PhP10,000/participant per mod-

ule. A total of 77 participants attended the 6 training modules conducted 

this year.  

 

On the advocacy to enhance statistical literacy, the Committee 
on Statistics Education conducted the course on Teaching 
Basic Statistics for Tertiary Level Teachers, in cooperation 
with the Statistical Research and Training Center on October 
18-21, 2011. The course was conducted at the Partido State 
University in Goa, Camarines Sur and a total of 28 participants 
from various universities participated in the course.  
 

Publication. The production of two 
issues of the scientific journal, The 
Philippine Statistician (2009 and 
2011), was completed and re-
leased to members in good stand-
ing. The 2011 issue was released 

in September 2011, in time for the holding of the Annual Conference in Iloilo City, 
while the 2009 issue is due for release on December 2, 2011 in time Annual Meeting 
and Christmas Party.  
 

Advocacies. The PSA continued its partnership with the National Statistics Office in organizing the Philippine 
Statistics Quiz (PSQ), aimed at promoting awareness and interest in statistics among the math-inclined youth 
from all the regions of the country  For 20 years, the PSQ has sustained the interest and participation of aca-
demic institutions across the country, notably the college freshman students and their mentors.  All the 17 re-
gions sent representatives to the regional championships held on November 17, 2011.  The 20th PSQ national 
finals is scheduled on December 6, 2011 at the Assembly Hall, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.    
 

In an effort to generate the interest among high school students and to encourage them to pursue the statistics 
profession, the PSA also actively supported the activities of its student affiliates, the UP Variates and the UP 
Statistics Society. 
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II. Institutional or organizational development  
      initiatives  
 

Membership.  The Association again saw some growth in its mem-

bership. The number of individual members as of end-November 

2011 reached 833  including 207  regular members (29 new) and  

391  life members (22 new), and 235 from eight (8) Chapter mem-

bers. Of the 58 Institutional members, 24 are government institu-

tions, 14 are from the private sector, and 20 are from the academe. 

The two student affiliate organizations at the UP School of Statistics 

have 100 members. Ateneo de Zamboanga, Department of Tour-

ism, Davao Light and Power Co., Davao City Water District are the 

new institutional members who have joined the corps of active insti-

tutional members. New IDs have been issued to new/regular mem-

bers in good standing and partial issuance of ATM type IDs for Life 

Members were undertaken during the year. 

 

The number of members in eight regional chapters continued to 

grow. The PSA has active chapters in Regions 1, 2, 4-A Calabar-

zon, 6, 7, 10, 11 and SOCCSKSARGEN.   

 

 

Working Committees. To streamline the preparation of the budgetary requirements of the PSA, an ad hoc com-

mittee to prepare an indicative budget for 2012 was created to help the incoming Board put in place the budget 

requirements and plan early.  

 

 

 

Orientation for the new PSA members 

Awards. The PSA saw it fit to confer on the late Profes-

sor Angeles R. Buenaventura the Tito Mijares Lifetime 

Achievement Award for her lasting contributions in the 

field of Statistics not only in the academe and the PSA, 

but in the Philippine Statistical System as well.  The un-

tiring efforts of Dir. Estela T. De Guzman and Ms. Cyn-

thia C. Vallesteros by continuing to serve the PSA in 

various capacities and manifold activities were also ac-

corded due recognition with the conferment of the  Out-

standing Service Award.   

 

Institutional Development. The renovation of the PSA 

offices, courtesy of former Board Member Josie B. 

Perez, set the tone of the preparations for the forthcom-

ing 60th founding anniversary of the Association which 

will take place in September 2012.  Her magnanimity 

enabled the PSA to engage the services of profession-

als in the field of space planning and management. With 

improved office facilities, indexing and consolidating of 

the minutes of previous meetings of the Board of Direc-

tors and the Executive Committee, as well as other 

documents essential to the growth and development of 

the PSA will now be possible.   

The PSA Editions is the official newsletter  of the Philippine 

Statistical Association, Inc. 

Publications and Information 
     Chair: Lina V. Castro 
 Editor, The Philippine Statistician 
                Erniel B. Barrios 
 Editor, PSAEditions 
              Charissa N. Castillo 
 Website Administrator 
             Imelda E. de Mesa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2/F Philippine Social Science Center 
Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
Contact person: Reynaldo B. Belluga, Jr.  
                          Stephanie Rae Andres 
Telephone: (632) 920-6513 
Fax: (632) 456-1928 
Email: psa.sec@gmail.com, 

psai.sec@gmail.com 
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The original BIR tax exemption obtained by the PSA officers on October 8, 1971, has been rendered ineffective 

and has ceased to be honored by a number of partner institutions in the past years. An application for tax ex-

emption has been resubmitted to the Bureau of Internal Revenue and has been favorably endorsed by the Legal 

Office to the Office of the Deputy Commissioner.  Once this is in place, significant effects on PSA operations in 

the coming years will be strongly felt. Through representations with the San Miguel Corporation, the recovery of 

Petron cash  dividends from 2004 onwards has  also been successfully concluded.  
 

In Memoriam. The PSA Executive Committee, the Members of the Board of Directors, and the general member-
ship remember with deepest gratitude Dr. Cristina P. Parel, Professor Angeles R. Buenaventura and former 
NSCB Assistant Secretary General Estrella V. Domingo, pillars of the Philippine Statistical System, dedicated 
educators and mentors in their own right who passed away during the year. It was providential that the organiz-
ers of last yearôs Annual Meeting and Christmas Party saw it fit to honor in simple ceremonies and to express 
fitting tributes to distinguished pillars of the PSA and the statistics community, Dr. Cristina P. Parel and Profes-
sor Angeles R. Buenaventura who both succumbed to illness this year. Although they will be sorely missed, the 
building blocks they painstakingly put in place in the academe upon which the academic programs that supply 
past and present corps of professional statisticians in the statistical system have been built will be forever re-
membered.  Equally dedicated and committed, former ASG Estrella V. Domingo, even in her final days was ac-
knowledged to have painfully struggled to ensure that her lecture commitments as resource speaker in an inter-
national training on National Income Accounts would not be compromised. Their consuming passion to profes-
sionalize the statistical system and their continuing concern to serve the Philippine Statistical Association in vari-
ous capacities on innumerable occasions in the past will remain living testaments to their unconditional and un-
dying support for the PSA and the statistical system. 
 

III.  Financial Standing  
 

As in the past years, the PSA has managed to keep its finances in good shape.  

 

   

                                                                                                 VICENTE B. VALDEPEœAS, JR., Ph.D. 
                                                                                                                           President 
                                                                                                   Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

 
My profound gratitude to my esteemed colleagues in the PSA and most especially to Dr. Vin Valdepeñas for their 
gargantuan patience and for understanding my failure to deliver the newsletter on time. Special thanks to Ms. 
Tess Abad for getting all the articles together.  
 

My excuse ï the days whizzed by so fast. These past two years and a half made me realize that housekeeping 
especially for your own family is really a lot of fun but time consuming, never ending, exhausting . 
 

 . . but definitely gratifying. When I resigned from PSA as Managing Director in 2009 I did nothing but cook, wash 
dishes, do the laundry, clean the house, water the plants, iron clothes, feed the dogs, segregate the garbage, 
and before I knew it the year has ended. And another year begins. 
Allow me to acknowledge my son Paolo who helped me edit the articles for both the 2010 and 2011 PSA Edi-
tions. And he has valiantly promised to help with the coming issues.    

 

May the spirit of Christmas bring us peace, 
The gladness of Christmas give us hope, 
The warmth of Christmas grant us love. 

Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year to everyone! 
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he PSA joins the academe, specifically the UP School of 
Statistics, and the entire statistical community in celebrating 
the appointment of Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales as Vice Presi-

dent for Planning and Finance of the University of the Philip-
pines System. She assumed the post when the Honorable Alfredo E. 
Pascual commenced his term as the 20th President of the State Uni-
versity on February 10, 2011. 
 
An additional feather in her cap, her appointment is certain to bring 
honor and acclaim within, and outside of, the academic community, 
much like the positions she has held in the past. Having served the 
School as Director for Graduate Studies, and later as Dean of the 
School of Statistics, her incumbency as Dean is credited for - 
 

¶ obtaining  approval to change the unitôs former name, from 
the Statistical Center, to what is now known as the School of 
Statistics - a move that properly reflects its status as a de-
gree-granting unit; 

 

¶ securing a building for the School. 
 

¶ steering the School towards recognition by the Commission 
on Higher Education (CHED) as the only Center of Excellence in Statistics. 

 
She had likewise earned plaudits as: 

¶ Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Sterling Professorial Chair on Government and Official Statistics  
(2009-2010) 

 

¶ Best Scientific Poster Award for the paper ñThe Young, the Elderly and Household Saving: Evidence 
from the Philippines,ò with Dennis S.  Mapa, PhD, given by the National Academy of Science and Tech-
nology (NAST), The Manila Hotel (July 09, 2009) 

 

¶ Roberto  Coyuito Professor of Statistics, University of the Philippines 
(2002-2008, 1997-1998) 

 

¶ Visiting Researcher, Statistics  Canada (1992) 
 

¶ Central Bank Jubilee Assistant Professor of Statistics, University of the Philippines (1990) 
 

¶ Research Fellow, Statistical Research and Training Center (1989) 
 

¶ Visiting Fellow, University of Pennsylvania (1987) 
 

¶ PhD Fellow, UNDP (1985-1989) 
 

¶ MS Fellow, NEDA (1978-1980) 
 

¶ Member, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
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She has been with the University of the Philippines since 1980 as a 
member of the faculty of the School of Statistics, had served as Chair 
of the UP Diliman (UPD) Committee to Review Graduate Tuition (2007-
2008) and the UPD Curriculum Committee (2001-2007), and as a 
member in other UPD committees.   
 

Outside of the academe, she served the government and remains ac-
tively involved in various capacities, notably: 

 

¶ CHED Technical Committee in Mathematics (2008); 

¶ Committee to Review the Philippine Statistical System chaired 
by Dr. Vicente B. Valdepeñas, Jr. (2007), in aid of legislation;  

¶ Chair/Technical Consultant of the Technical Committee and 
Technical Working Group to Oversee the Seasonal Adjustment 
for Philippine Time Series: January 1994 ï April 1995; January 
1997 ï present; 

¶ Technical Committee on Poverty Statistics: January 2004 - present 
 

In addition to her impressive list of researches and publications local and international), her more recent re-
search projects undertaken include: 
 

¶ Various studies on saving patterns in the Philippines 

¶ Mid-Term Review of the Mindanao Rural Development Program2 for DA 

¶ Evaluation of the Criteria for Minimum Wage Fixing: Some Empirical Evidences for NWPC 

¶ Basic Education Resources Survey for  DepEd 

¶ Conduct of the 2009 Consumer Finance Survey for BSP 

¶ 2009 IJM Baseline Study on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Minors (CSEC) for the International Jus-
tice Mission 

 

As an active member of the Philippine Statistical Association since 1980, Dr. Bersales has been serving in vari-
ous capacities, i.e. Treasurer and Secretary of the Board of Directors, Chair of various committees which in-
clude, among others, training, research, search and awards, and conference committees, and a key figure at the 
helm of various advocacies pursued by the PSA.  
 

Dr. Bersales earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees in Statistics from the University of the Philippines, 
finishing her Bachelorôs degree, cum laude, in 1978; her MS in 1981; and her Ph.D. in 1989. Â  (TGAbad) 

P School of Statistics Professors, Dr. Dennis S. Mapa and Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, received the 
2010 Outstanding Scientific Paper Award from the National Academy of Science and Technology 
(NAST). Drs. Mapa and Bersales received the honor for the research paper they co-authored enti-
tled ñPopulation Dynamics and Household Saving: Evidence from the Philippines.ò The paper was 

published in The Philippine    Statistician. 
 
In another category, the paper of Dr. Dennis S. Mapa and UP School of Statistics students, Michael Daniel 
C. Lucagbo and Czarina Lei S. Ignacio, won the 2010 Best Scientific Poster Award for the their paper ñIs 
Income Growth Enough to Reduce Fertility Rate? Empirical Evidence from Regional Panel Data.ò 
 
The awards were given during the closing ceremonies of the 32nd Annual Scientific Meeting of the NAST 
held at the Manila Hotel last July 15, 2010.  
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he Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. con-
gratulates Professor Zita Villa Juan Albacea, 
PhD, on her appointment as Dean of the College 

of Arts and Sciences, University of the Philippines 
Los Baños (UPLB) in Laguna from November 24, 2011 to 
November 24, 2014. The College of Arts and Sciences is 
the largest college in UPLB and it includes 5 institutes, 3 
departments and the UP Rural High School. 
 
The institutes are: 
 
    Institute of Biological Sciences 
    Institute of Chemistry 
    Institute of Computer Science 
    Institute of Mathematical Sciences and Physics 
    Institute of Statistics 
  
The  departments are: 
 
    Department of Humanities 
    Department of Human Kinetics 
    Department of Social Sciences 
 

Prior to her appointment, Prof. Albacea was the Director of the Institute of Statistics in UPLB. Dr. Consorcia E. 
Reaño will serve as Officer-In-Charge of the INSTAT. 
 
Dr. Albacea is currently a member of the PSA 
Board of Directors, and Co-chair of the Statistics 
Education Committee that conducted the Train-
ing on Basic Statistics for Tertiary Level Teach-
ers at the Partido State University in Goa, 
Camarines Sur on October 18-21, 2011. In the 
recently concluded PSA Annual Conference 
held at the Sarabia Manor Hotel and Convention 
Center, Iloilo City, she headed the Subcommit-
tee on Scientific Program. Dr. Albacea is a dedi-
cated member of the PSA and has served in 
various capacities as officer of the Executive 
Committee and committee chair of different com-
mittees. She has also been a consultant in both 
local and international agencies.   
 
She obtained her BS Statistics Cum Laude, MS 
Statistics, and PhD Statistics  degrees from UP 
Los Baños, and Graduate Diploma in Economet-
rics from the Australian National University, Can-
berra, Australia. Â 
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he BAS has recently fulfilled its commitment to serve as resource agency for the Mutual Technical Co-
operation (MTC) under the auspices of the ASEAN Food Security Information System (AFSIS) Project 
with Cambodia as the recipient. In the first phase of the MTC, Jing B. Jalisan of IDSS and Rosalinda M. 

Garcia of SMRD were tasked to travel to Phnom Penh, Cambodia to serve as resource persons in the five
-day Training Course on Survey Methodology and Information Technology on August 22 to 26, 2011. The train-
ing course aimed to equip the officers and staff of the Department of Planning and Statistics (DPS) with the fun-
damentals of survey design and ICT-based information dissemination strategies.  
 
In the 2nd phase, three (3) delegates from Cambodia, Mr. Chek Nann, Deputy Director, DPS, Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Mr. Tuor Vannak, Deputy Chief of Statistics Office, DPS, MAFF, and Mr. 
Meas Fanny, Deputy Chief of Planning Statistics Office, Provincial Department of Agriculture, Siem Reap Prov-
ince came here for a technical visit on September 11 to 16, 2011. The visit aimed to clarify with resource per-
sons gray areas on topics discussed during the Cambodia training, if any, learn about the Philippinesô National 
Agricultural Statistical System, in general, and the BAS Data Systems in particular, and acquire knowledge on 
the Early Warning System and forecasting techniques used by BAS. 
 
During the technical visit, presentations on the various BAS data systems were conducted by the concerned Di-
vision Chiefs. The Cambodians actively listened on the lectures and also provided insights on how their country 
deals with their data systems. They also shared on how they generate palay yield data through crop cutting. 
They mentioned that they are generating yield data by going to the field, unlike in the country wherein we are 
generating yield data based on estimates of production and area harvested. 
 
In addition, they were given a chance to visit all the work stations of the Bureau. To cap their visit, the BAS or-
ganized a city tour for them.   Â  

he Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS) 
continues to score milestones as the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) recognized its four 

(4) Regional Operations Centers during their 
recent 2011 Stakeholdersô Awards Ceremonies.  

This yearôs awardees were the BAS Regional Opera-
tions Center (BAS-ROC) in Regions I, III, IX and XI. For 
the government sector, the ROCs were conferred the 
Special Recognition for Sources of Information in the 
Preparation of the Report on Regional Economic De-
velopments in their respective regions.   
 
The awarding ceremony and appreciation lunch were 
held separately at the respective BSP Regional Offices. 
These were attended by the BSPôs key officials, BAS 
Regional Agricultural Statistics Officers (RASOs) and 
other awardees. The awardees were given a trophy 
each of an original sculpture made by the famous Juan 
Imao.  Â   
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mid the unsettled and uneasy peace, another 
year is closing, leaving lasting lessons of how 
great statisticians grew old gracefully, drifted 
away fulfilled in many ways, and taught us 

how to deal with grief when life ebbs away. One after 
the other, personalities who are institutions in the PSA 
passed away, at a time when the PSA is entering the 
threshold of its 60th founding anniversary. We pay trib-
ute to their productive lives, to tell the world that their 
presence within and outside the statistical system 
have always been appreciated. There is really no 
need to chronicle their spectacular achievements in 
the field of statistics because these have been much 
heralded, written about, and hailed many times over. 
In the past, the PSA had offered tribute and profound 
thanks for what they have done. Their presence and 
their lasting influence in the PSA remain a blessing to 
all of us and to all the lives they have touched. The 
institutions that mattered to them then took their turns 
to remember, to extol and to appreciate what they 
have done in their lifetime.  
 

In keeping with the theme of this yearôs annual gather-
ing that statisticians are not dry, dull and uninteresting, 
a glimpse of their lighter side would always be a de-
light. Picture these revered personalities in their un-
guarded moments, digging up anecdotal treasures to 
remember, for it is in remembering these accounts 
that their memories will always be fondly remembered.   

And so, we deal withé 
 
the  lingering thoughts of a highly energized Kelly, the 
smell of freshly ground coffee, the whiff of that distinct 
fragrance of Blue Grass wafting in the air - images that 
are unmistakably Angeling, will   continue  to linger in 
minds that remember and in hearts that long to be 
healed.  
 
Her endearing presence in every event, her character-
istic retort, and her gift of gab, are memories that con-
tain rich details of the past now graphically remem-
bered with amusement and nostalgia.  
 
She merrily recalled how her very sick Mom, with a dis-
tinct flair for elegance, had her burial dress made by 
the esteemed Manila Fashion House in Ermita. About a 
year later, her Mom, still bravely battling cancer, would 
have nothing to do with a style that was passé. The 
equally fashionable Angeling gave in to her Momôs wish 
and ordered a new, more fashionable terno to ensure 
that her Mom would remain in vogue when she would 
finally pass on and lie in state.  
 
Her passion for Blue Grass is legendary. Her fragrance 
would precede her wherever she was, be it at the ele-
vator car, the classrooms, the corridors, and the vehi-
cles she rode. Her presence could not be denied. This 
prompted Dr. Marcelo M. Orense, then College Secre-
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tary of the UP Statistical Center, to comment in his 
unguarded Tagalog ñDumating na si Angeling, ang 
bango niya umaalingasawò. As if on cue, Dr. Jose S. 
Gutierrez, a fellow faculty member quickly retorted 
ñCelo, ang kanal umaalingasaw, ang bango huma-
halimuyakò, an impromptu and lasting lesson on cor-
rect usage of Tagalog words. 
 
Unabashedly, she would share her mischievous tech-
niques on how to easily breeze through snooty immi-
gration officials each time she would go abroad. 
These techniques, widely shared with innumerable 
friends, with no mean amount of daring guaranteed 
high success rates. Effective! She would say without 
hesitation. 
 
Coffee is a vice, and the freshly brewed cup-after-cup 
is a privilege. During one fine day by the beach, a 
whizzing, diving fly landed right smack in the middle of 
her last cup. Not to waste her remaining coffee, she 
nonchalantly scooped the intruder out of her cherished 
half-filled cup, candidly remarking, ñmalinis éhindi mo 
ba nakita, nakasapatosò.  
 
She knew how to bear the pain wrought by those who 
ruined her peace, and unsettled them too with her 
wholehearted and unconditional support, as Dr. Ana L. 
Tabunda, former Dean of then UP Statistical Center, 
attests. 
 
Generous to a fault and ever trusting, kleptomaniacs 
and opportunists alike feasted on her proverbial pen-
chant for forgetting her wallet bursting with thick wads 
of peso bills just anywhere. It certainly was not tempt-
ing bait lying in wait, just plain and simple trust. 
 
Thoughtful and selfless is synonymous with Angeling. 
She would always have presents for her friends and 
her family on special occasions and a doggy bag for 
Kelly every time she goes out.   
 
When Dr. Enrique T. Virata, former UP President and 
Professor Emeritus, passed away, floral wreaths cir-
cled the UP Chapel of the Holy Sacrifice where the 
necrological services were being held. Grieving and in 
tears, she was said to have defiantly and deliberately 
caused the floral wreath, sent by a despotic official 
and his wife, crashing to the floor. Her adrenalin rose 
to a level beyond expectation at the sight of the 
names of the senders, widely known for having tram-
pled on the academic rights of the faculty and stu-
dents of the State University. With a sense of triumph 
and relief etched on her grieving face, she stomped 
and thrashed the wreath, thrilled with poetic venge-
ance, before the uninitiated guards could stop her. 

Poor Dr. Parel, trembling and confused, stood helpless. 
She understood. She knew what was troubling the 
heart of her dear friend and colleague. 
 
Long before ballroom dancing and dance instructors 
(DIs) hugged the limelight, she was a common sight in 
PSA events, tirelessly dancing with her consort to the 
beat of the tango, with her daring dip that no one ever 
came close to duplicate.  
 
Years later, when her towering stature and graceful 
mien succumbed to age and a traumatic accident, she 
would still show up in style. In a recent meeting at the 
Manila Hotel hosted by the incumbent PSA President, 
Dr. Vicente B. Valdepeñas, Jr., she bravely walked on 
her own, despite uneasy, faltering steps, even hailing a 
taxicab all by her lonesome from her UP Village abode. 
She did not want to burden anyone, neither her brother, 
nor his driver, nor the PSA Secretariat. She declined to 
be fetched because she did not want the Secretariat to 
be trapped with her in expected vehicular traffic on her 
way to Manila Hotel. And she made it in style. Armed 
with nothing but her bag, an umbrella for a cane, and 
her ever present thermo jug of coffee, she got off the 
cab, came in attended by a concierge, all smiles ï a 
feat not all grand dames in their late 80s, struggling 
with an ailing back, uncooperative bones, and halting 
footsteps, would dare. Once comfortably settled, she 
joyfully reminisced on the regularity of her weekend 
visits to the Manila Hotel. In her younger days, her fa-
ther, then a Juez de Paz, would take her and the rest of 
her siblings, along with their Mom, for a lunch at the 
famed hotel after the Sunday Mass; a ritual she would 
recall with perfect clarity. 
 
In her last PSA public appearance, the 2010 Annual 
Meeting and Christmas Party, she was at the center 
stage, honored and regaled with a tribute. When the 
unsolicited introduction by Dr. Romulo A. Virola, Secre-
tary General of the NSCB, thundered with a spontane-
ous ñthe ever virgin Angeles R. Buenaventuraò she was 
quick to the draw, gamely retorting with her now classic 
ñiyan ang akala moò, which sent the crowd howling in 
delight. 
 
Such is our inimitable, irrepressible and well-loved An-
geling of the Rojas-Buenaventura clan, one of a kind.  
Truly a joy to remember!   Â  (Contributed by TGAbad) 



 

 

 11 

. . . the  characteristic  gait,  the particular mien.   Retrace her foot-

steps and it would be a perfect trail. One could almost hear the re-

mark of the equally esteemed Dr. Raymundo Favila of the UP Mathe-

matics Department on how admirable Cris walks. A style so distinct 

she would never be caught walking with a shoulder bag. A hand bag 

it had to be. She walked into the Philippine Statistical System in much 

the same way, with sure, steady and graceful steps, with great fore-

sight and dogged determination.  

A very driven mentor, educator and administrator, hers was a commanding presence seemingly imposing and 
hard to reach. Up close, hers was a heart so soft, so concerned, so filled with caring for her faculty and staff. 
Married only to her profession, she opened her home to socials, from the less formal bridal shower of Josie 
Almeda, to the more rigid dinners for the Whoôs Who of the international statistical community, the likes of Dr. C. 
R. Rao, Dr. and Mrs. Bowman, Dr. T. A. Bancroft, Dr. and Mrs. P. C. Mahalanobis, Dr. Leslie Kish, Dr. Tore Da-
lenius. Her UP Village residence was home to Dr. Gertrude Cox for three days in one of her visits to the Philip-
pines. Her international stature was very visible when the International Statistical Institute held its 42nd Session in 
Manila in December 1979. To friends and colleagues at the local and international levels, she was always Cris or 
Cristina. 
 
When the UP Statistical Center moved from UP Padre Faura to UP Diliman, the 4th and 5th floors of the UP Col-
lege of Business Administration became Cristinaôs courtyard. With unperturbed grace, day in and day out she 
would walk her way up the stairways of the 5-story building, patiently negotiating  the corridors of each floor from 
one end to the other, carefully traversing each floor using the stairways at both ends of the building alternately, 
unmindful of elevator shafts that were never home to elevator cars.   
 
Decades ago,  when the PSA was young  and  funds would run aground to the  point of almost  halting  the op-
erations of a struggling PSA, she would be quick to the rescue with her impeccable sense of initiating income 
generating projects that would infuse lifeblood and resurrect a dying association.  To be able to stir the PSA 
through periods of uncertainty, she assiduously guarded the hard earned resources of the PSA. 
 
She molded statisticians that transcended the usual borders in such seamless fashion, saw them moved with 
ease in different pursuits that are way out of the traditional. Small wonder statistical events mounted with her 
close participation would see her students with their Statistics degrees safely tucked, glowing with pride in a dif-
ferent milieu, varying in breed, suasion and predilection. Their pursuits bear witness to this yearôs thematic cele-
bration. 
 
Once a teacher, always a teacher.  In retirement, she never really seemed to retire. While still at the peak of 
health in mind and body, she remained active and even merited the highest academic distinction of Professor 
Emeritus at the University of the Philippines.  She joined forces too with former colleagues in the UP in a pro-
gram that sought to strengthen the teacher-training curriculum of academic institutions outside of the UP, like the 
Roosevelt College in Marikina. 
 
When friends, former faculty, staff and students would drop by for a visit whether on social occasions or ordinary 
days, she would solicitously ask how life was for the husband, the wife, the children, or the parents of her 
guests, in much the same way as a caring aunt or ninang would do.  
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rellie & I worked together in the NSCB for close to twenty 

years. In all those years, we learned much from Trellie. 

The NSCB, the Philippine statistical system, and the inter-

national statistical community benefitted significantly from her 

expertise, her experiences, her wisdom, and her work ethics. 

We enjoyed working with Trellie immensely. In fact, one reason 

why I lasted this long in the NSCB is because it is very fulfilling 

and very challenging working with professionals like Trellie. Not 

that my staff liked it that I have stayed too long. But they have 

you Trellie,  partly to blame!  

I would like to thank Heny and the other members of 

Trellieôs family, especially Kaela because she kissed 

me last night, for this opportunity to pay our last re-

spects to Trellie by telling you what we know about 

Trellie, what we have learned from Trellie, what we 

are so proud of about Trellie. 

 
Trellie is a model public servant. From the early days 
of my career in the NSCB, I already liked Trellie. I 
never told Trellie, but she probably felt it that she was 
one of my favorite officials in the NSCB..Especially 
during my younger days, I would easily get upset by 
errors and omissions of the staff, (upset is actually a 
mild word as my staff would attest to) but I found it 
extremely difficult to get mad with at Trellie for her 
errors and omissions. I think itôs because Trellie was 
such a wonderful lady, such a lovable lady! But I 
know that the people who have become my favorites 
are only those who are dedicated, only those who are 
hard working, only those who are considerate and 
loving, only those who are team players, only those 
who have a passion for learning. Trellie is all that! I 
was truly amazed that Trellie would display such an   

insatiable desire to grow professionally, expanding her 
statistical knowledge to new frontiers like governance, 
human rights, nonprofit institutions, etc.  Fields that 
many of us may be too lazy or too scared to explore. 
When we would see each other at the basement of our 
building to start our work on Monday mornings, I would 
see Trellie carrying a bagful of office documents and 
reference materials that she had brought home for her 
weekend! 
 
Trellie made my life at the NSCB very easy. Trellie 
could have retired from the NSCB much earlier. She 
did not have to work. So we are grateful to Heny and 
her family for sharing with us the talent, the work ethics 
and the infectious positive disposition of Trellie much 
longer. 
 
We in the NSCB love good food and Trellie was our 
patron saint. She would tell us where to eat and what 
to eat. Trellie, even as you are about to leave us, 
please continue to give us advice where we can enjoy 
our lunches and dinners. 

Next page please 

A dauntless retiree, imagine her well into her octogenarian years driving her way with ease from her UP Village 
residence through the thoroughfares of the UP Diliman Campus, aptly conducting herself to breakfast meetings 
at the UP Alumni Hall, lectures,  classes, meetings, and other obligations. Such was the revered Dr. Parel, then 
a common sight, simply unbelievable.  Was it her commanding presence, so threatening that nobody would ever 
dare cross her path, whether on foot or on wheels. Who would have dared venture, no one knows. 
 
In the recent past, when hearing and short-term memory loss gave way to her nonagenarian years, the faculty 
and staff would shout out answers to the same questions she would ask every 15 minutes. And in one birthday 
event hosted by the same group, soon after she blew the candles on her cake she innocently asked whose 
birthday it was. When told that it was her birthday, she asked in wonderment and pleasant anticipation when she 
would blow the candles on her birthday cake. 
 
Dr. Cristina P. Parel will always be remembered as the grand old dame of the Philippine statistical system.  Â 


