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he Philippine 
Statistical Asso-
ciation (PSA) held 

its annual conference 
this year for two days on 
September 24-25, at the 
Philippine Social Sci-
ence Center. The 
theme, Statistics in a 
Multidisciplinary Set-
ting , illustrated the im-
portance of statistics in 
various disciplines. The 
keynote message was 
delivered by Dr. Roberto 
S. Mariano (see p.18 for 
full transcript) who is 
Dean of the School of 
Economics as well as Director of the Sim 
Kee Boon Institute for Financial Econom-
ics of the Singapore Management Univer-
sity and Professor Emeritus of Econom-
ics and Statistics of the University of 
Pennsylvania. His message set a tone of 
high expectations on what the sessions 
can offer and instilled pride in the profes-
sion among the participants.  
 

Three sessions reflected the recent 
advocacies of the PSA - the teaching of 
statistics in tertiary education and proper 
use of statistics in opinion polling. The 
current PSA president, Ms. Nieves L. 
Osorio, and the former PSA president, 
Dr. Isidoro P. David, discussed PSAôs 
advocacies on Statistics Education. A 
roundtable discussion to further expound 
on the concerns of those teaching statis-
tics especially in the college level was 
chaired by Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales 
and Dr. Emeterio S. Solivas. The soft 
launch of PSAôs advocacy with the Mar-

 

keting and Opinion Research Society of 
the Philippines (MORES) on Evaluating 
Opinion Polls was done with PSA repre-
sented by Mr. Tomas P. Africa, Dr. Lisa 
Grace S. Bersales and Dr. Emeterio S. 
Solivas and MORES represented by Ms. 
Carole Sarthou.  
 

The other sessions included: Busi-
ness Intelligence, Health and Nutrition 
Statistics, Statistics in Risk Manage-
ment , Statistics in Market Research , 
Statistics in Local Governance. These 
sessions were participated in by paper 
presenters, discussants, and moderators 
representing various institutions from 
government, industry, and the academe 
nationwide. Around 250 participants at-
tended the conference with 17% from the 
private sector, 49% from government, 
34% from the academe.  
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The PSA Executive Committee with 

Dr. Roberto S. Mariano. 



 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 

 

he 20th annual observance of the National 
Statistics Month (NSM) was held on October 

1, 2009, with opening ceremonies at the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Commissioned Offi-
cers Club, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon 
City. The annual statistical event was spearheaded 
by the National Statistical Coordination Board 
(NSCB) with the Department of National Defense 
(DND) as host, focusing on the security sector with 
the theme ñEnhancing Security Sector Statistics for 
Good Governance, Peace and Sustainable Develop-
mentò or ñPagpapahusay ng Estadistika sa Sektor 
Panseguridad para sa Mabuting Pamamahala, Ka-
payapaan at Maipagpapatuloy na Pagpapaunladò.   

  

The keynote speaker during the event was De-
partment of National Defense (DND) Secretary Gil-
berto C. Teodoro who was represented by Undersec-
retary Antonio C. Santos, Jr. while NSCB Secretary 
General Romulo A. Virola delivered the welcome re-
marks. Highlights of the program were presentations 
on addressing the needs of the security sector by the 
DND which included the launching of the NSCB Inter-
agency Committee on Security Sector Statistics (IAC-
SSS), and measuring peace in the community by the 
Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Proc-
ess (OPAPP).  The IAC-SSS was created to serve as 
a forum for the improvement of the security sector 
statistics in the country including disaster statistics.  

 

Across the country, various statistical activities 
were undertaken during the whole month of October 
with the Regional Statistical Coordination Commit-
tees (RSCCs), NSCB Regional Divisions, Office of 
the Civil Defense (OCD) Regional Offices, National 
Statistics Office (NSO) Regional/Provincial Offices, 
and National Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA) Regional Offices coordinating with and pro-
viding support to other agencies. The OCD was des-
ignated as the DNDôs focal agency in the regions. 

 

The closing ceremony was hosted by the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) highlighted by the BSPï
Department of Education Oratorical Contest held on 
October 28, 2009 at the BSP Assembly Hall, BSP 
Three-Storey Building, Malate, Manila, where fourth 
year high school student orators in the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) vied for the top prize which was 
won by Jordan P. Santos of Rizal National High 
School. 
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The sponsors of the conference were: TNS Global 
and Home Guaranty Corporation as principal sponsors; 
San Miguel Corporation and West Visayas State Univer-
sity as major sponsors; and Globe Telecom, Bureau of 
Labor and Employment Statistics, National Statistics Of-
fice, Statistical Research and Training Center, U.P. Sta-
tistical Center Research Foundation, Inc, National Statis-
tical Coordination Board, Bureau of Agricultural Statis-
tics, Publicus, and Ms. Nieves Osorio as sponsors. 
 

The PSA Annual Conference Committee composed 
of  Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, Dr. Erniel B. Barrios, Dir. 
Estela de Guzman, Ms. Imelda E. de Mesa, Ms. Jessa-
myn O. Encarnacion, Dir.Teresa V. Peralta, Dr.  Emete-
rio S. Solivas, Dr. Corinne Grace  Burgos, and Mr. Ray-
mond Madamba with assistance of Mr. Jikko Mojica of 
SRTC and Mr. Gerry Labatorio of NSO. The committee 
was ably supported by the Secretariat headed by Ms. 
Teresita Abad and the different institutional members in 
the preparations and conduct of the conference. The Na-
tional Statistics Office , Statistical Research Training 
Center, U.P. School of Statistics, Bureau of Agricultural 
Statistics also provided both staff and equipments as part 
of their support. Â  

 

(Contributed by Lisa Grace S. Bersales) 
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The PSA Annual Conference was well attended with around 250  
participants from Cagayan to Iligan.  



 

 

 

As part of the observance of the 20th NSM, the win-
ners of the 1st NSM Media Awards and the 19th NSM 
Best Activity and Best Region were announced and 
awarded during the opening ceremony.  
 

For the 1st NSM Media Awards, the winner was Mr. 
Roel L. Landingin of Newsbreak Magazine. Mr. Landin-
gin was awarded for his article "The Hidden Job Crisis" 
published in the May-July 2009 issue of the Newsbreak 
Magazine. He received a Plaque of Recognition and a 
cash prize of P20,000. The Board of Judges for the said 
award included Prof. Solita C. Monsod as chair, and Dr. 
Vicente B. Valdepeñas,Jr, and Ms. Nieves L. Osorio  as 
members. The major sponsors were BSP and NSO. The 
1st NSM Media Awards was given for the first time this 
year by the Philippine Statistical System (PSS) to media 
practitioners in recognition of their important role in pro-
moting and communicating statistics and  in giving cog-
nizance to its importance in planning and decision mak-
ing and for the professional handling of statistical infor-
mation. 
 

For the 19th NSM Best Activity By Category in NCR, 
the NSO garnered two awards: 1) Best Statistical Ex-
hibit: ñStatistical Exhibit at SM Supermalls in Metro Ma-
nilaò and 2) the Best Statistical Contest:  2008 NCR Sta-
tistical Quiz. The Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS) 
received the award as the Best Statistical Forum: 
ñNational Consultation on Livestock and Poultry Data 
System and Establishment of Regional L & P Data-

basesò. The Best Region Award went to Region 1. 
The winners in the Best Activity received P10,000 
and a Plaque of Recognition each while Region 1 
received P20,000 and a Plaque of Recognition as 
Best Region. The Board of Judges for the said 
awards was composed of Dir. Victoria V. Quimbo  
(NEDA) as chair with Ms. Taciana C. Valdellon 
(BAS), Ms. Asuncion M. Gavilla (BLES), Ms. Gina 
A. Perido (NSO), and Ms. Anne L. Sevilla (DTI) as 
members.  

 

The NSM Awards System has been instituted to 
give due recognition to the outstanding participa-
tion of institutions in the NSM celebration. It is also 

a means of acknowledging the participation of indi-
viduals and agencies in the observance of NSM. At 
the same time, it promotes the conduct of activities 
that further the objectives and spirit of this annual 
statistical event.  Â 

 

(Contributed by Ruben V. Litan)  
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NSCB Secretary General Romulo A. Virola delivered his welcome remarks during the open-
ing ceremonies of the 20th NSM held at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. The NSM is cele-

brated annually for the purpose of promoting, enhancing and instilling nationwide awareness 
and appreciation of the importance and value of statistics and at the same time insuring the 
support of the public in improving and enhancing the quality and standards of statistics in the 
country. 


