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PSA Crafts A

RL Code of Ethics for Statisticians

The participants of the writeshop are as follGwsaddrP. Africa, Ms. Rosalinda P. Bautista, Ms. Lisa Grace S.
Bersales, Ms. Imelda E. de Mesa, Ms. Rosario Fajardo, Ms. Chona P. Guatlo, Ms. Virginia A. Miralao, Mr. Jeyson O«
Ms. Nieves L. Osorio, Mr. Gervacio G. Selda, Jr, Mr. Ruben F. Trinidad and Ms. Cynthia C. Vallesteros.

he Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. (PSA) has crafted a Code of Ethics for Statisti-

cians (Code) to serve as a set of ethical standards to guide individuals and institutions en-

gaged in the practice of statistics in the Philippines, users of statistical data and the general
public as well.

Concemed with the publication of results of numerous poll surveys during the 2004 national
elections with insufficient technical information, the PSA conducted a quarterly conference in August
2005 with the view of instituting a system of accreditation or certification for statistics professionals
and organizations engaged in statistical work in the Philippines. It was posited in that conference
that as afirst step a Code of Conduct or Ethics ought to be written with PSA in the lead.

The PSA Board of Directors in 2008 identified the preparation of a Code of Conduct/Ethics as
one of its key projects and assigned this to the Institutional Development Committee under the

chairmanship of one of PSAb6s past presidents, T
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Diliman, Quezon City.

For inquiries please call the PSA Secretariat at 920-6513 or 456-1928 or email
psa.sec@gmail.com. Please see page 23 for more detalls.
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The reference materials for the Code of Ethics were derived from the websites of statistical associations of
Commonwealth countries: UK, Australia, New Zealand. Hence the bases were Codes of Conduct for the mem-
bers of these associations, with sanctions for non-compliance with any of the provisions. However as more gave
inputs, the committee was directed to the International Statistical Institute and the American Statistical Associa-
tion as well as the United Nations Statistics Division, which address a wider audience.

An initial draft of the code was formulated in a write-shop held on September 9 and 16, 2008 and patrtici-
pated in by professional statisticians, representatives of government and private institutions engaged in statisti-
cal work and the academe. The draft was further refined based on comments and discussions following the write
-shop, on comments and suggestions from members of the Board and on the views expressed by the represen-
tatives of the PSA regional chapters. Since the PSA membership is generally composed of many government
agencies (line, staff and academic), it was proposed that the Code address a wider audience extending beyond
the PSA. Thus a Code of Ethics has been prepared with no provisions for sanctions in case of non-compliance.
A few have suggested that there be, but PSA will be hard put to implement such at this time.

This Code of Ethics was presented to and approved in principle by the PSA general membership during its
Annual Meeting on December 5, 2008. Further revisions and additions were undertaken based on additional
comments received from various stakeholders and other statistics professionals. The Board has subsequently
approved the final version of the Code in its meeting on April 2, 2009.

This Code puts in writing an agreed set of globally accepted professional standards that should be followed
by statisticians in the country. It does not as yet express consequences for non-observance of any of the stan-
dards stated. The PSA, however, reserves the right to mete out sanctions for violations or non-observance in a

separate document, rule or legislation after it has officially issued the Code. A




NSCB Holds Forum on Statistical
Capacity Building

o enhance partnership among the development
partners, donor community and the government
on statistical capacity building and to serve as a
venue for advocating the outputs of the Philippine
Statistical System (PSS) and its resource require-
ments, the National Statistical Coordination Board
(NSCB) held a Forum on Statistical Capacity Building
on March 24, 2009 at the RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue,
Makati City. Specifically, the Forum was aimed to: (a) March 24, 2009
increase public awareness of the priority activities of JPRE Plaza, Makati
the major statistical agencies and selected line agen-
cies in 2010-2012; (b) enjoin existing and potential
development partners to support statistical activities
essential to national development; and (c) forge stra-
tegic partnerships for statistical capacity building be-
tween/among major statistical agencies and other line
agencies involved in statistical activities, the Depart-
ment of Budget and Management (DBM) and Con-
gress, and potential development partners from local
private corporations and international organizations.

NEDA Deputy Director General Margarita Songco flanked by PSA
President Nieves Osorio and NSCB Secretary General Romulo Virola.

This activity was the first PSS Forum of this kind
gathering the heads or senior level officials from the major statistical and line agencies, including the DBM and
Congress being agencies responsible for prioritizing government funding, together with private corporations and
international organizations as stakeholders. Expectedly, the forum opened avenues to forge strategic partner-
ships with existing and potential development partners for statistical capacity building. It is envisioned that this
activity will be held annually.

Around sixty (60) participants attended the event
including officials from the major statistical agencies in
the PSS such as the NSCB, National Statistics Office
(NSO), Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS), Bureau
of Labor and Employment Statistics (BLES), Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), and Statistical Research
and Training Center (SRTC). Other participants came
from government line agencies such as the DBM, De-
partment of Education (DepEd), Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Department of Tourism
(DOT), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), De-
partment of Science and Technology (DOST), and the
Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI). Repre-
sentatives from the Committees on Appropriations and
Finance of the Senate, the House of Representatives
as well as the League of Cities in the Philippines were
likewise invited. Completing the list of participants were
members of the media, leading private corporations in the country and international development partners such
as the Asian Development Bank (ADB), World Bank (WB), International Monetary Fund (IMF), United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), and the United Nations and its affiliated international organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Childrendéds Fund (UNI CE|
others.
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SRTC Works with BAS on
Broiller and Swine
Information Early Waming System

he Broiler and Swine Information Early Warning System (EWS)

is a collaborative project of the Statistical Research and Training

Center (SRTC), and the Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS),

Department of Agriculture-Office of the Secretary (DA-OSEC) and

its attached agencies. The project is being implemented in phases and

designed primarily to develop an appropriate methodology for a respon-

sive early warning system for agricultural commodities. Specifically, it

aims to develop and/or enhance the broiler and swine information data-
base and its data collection methodology.

The first phase of the project focused on the development of fore-
casting tools and models for the production and supply of broiler and
swine, which are the primary components of the EWS. A further refine-
ment of the supply model was undertaken during this phase particularly

swine supply. Current production efficiencies and technology were likewise incorporated in the broiler supply
model. The development of the demand model was also done using secondary sources and/or results of related
studies on broiler and swine forecasting. The main outputs of this phase are the Situation and Outlook Reports
(S&0) on Broiler and Swine Supply and Demand. Databases pertaining to this sector from member agencies
and the private sector were organized, updated and enhanced. In Phase Il the initial activities done in Phase |
were continued. Further development/enhancement of the forecasting tools, improvement of the data holdings,
and enhancement of the EWS webpage were the main activities in this phase. Establishment of data holdings,
improvement of data quality and its accessibility to the project core team members were undertaken. It also fo-
cused on industry monitoring and improvement of the data system for broiler and swine. The pilot test/survey on
broiler hatcheries and nucleus and multiplier farms for swine as part of the industry monitoring activity was also
undertaken to develop an alternative method of monitoring

and forecasting broiler and swine production performance.

In preparation for the third phase of the project, Workshops

on the Livestock and Poultry Data System of BAS and Ori-

entation-Appreciation seminars about the project were con-

ducted with the DA regional/field office counterparts.

In Phase Il the initial activities done in Phase | were
continued. Further development/enhancement of the fore-
casting tools, improvement of the data holdings, and en-
hancement of the EWS webpage were the main activities in
this phase. Establishment of data holdings, improvement of
data quality and its accessibility to the project core team
members were undertaken. It also focused on industry
monitoring and improvement of the data system for broiler
and swine. The pilot test/survey on broiler hatcheries and
nucleus and multiplier farms for swine as part of the industry
monitoring activity was also undertaken to develop an alter-
native method of monitoring and forecasting broiler and




