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PSA Crafts A

RL Code of Ethics for Statisticians

The participants of the writeshop are as follGwsaddrP. Africa, Ms. Rosalinda P. Bautista, Ms. Lisa Grace S.
Bersales, Ms. Imelda E. de Mesa, Ms. Rosario Fajardo, Ms. Chona P. Guatlo, Ms. Virginia A. Miralao, Mr. Jeyson O«
Ms. Nieves L. Osorio, Mr. Gervacio G. Selda, Jr, Mr. Ruben F. Trinidad and Ms. Cynthia C. Vallesteros.

he Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. (PSA) has crafted a Code of Ethics for Statisti-

cians (Code) to serve as a set of ethical standards to guide individuals and institutions en-

gaged in the practice of statistics in the Philippines, users of statistical data and the general
public as well.

Concemed with the publication of results of numerous poll surveys during the 2004 national
elections with insufficient technical information, the PSA conducted a quarterly conference in August
2005 with the view of instituting a system of accreditation or certification for statistics professionals
and organizations engaged in statistical work in the Philippines. It was posited in that conference
that as afirst step a Code of Conduct or Ethics ought to be written with PSA in the lead.

The PSA Board of Directors in 2008 identified the preparation of a Code of Conduct/Ethics as
one of its key projects and assigned this to the Institutional Development Committee under the

chairmanship of one of PSAb6s past presidents, T
- continued on p.2
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Diliman, Quezon City.

For inquiries please call the PSA Secretariat at 920-6513 or 456-1928 or email
psa.sec@gmail.com. Please see page 23 for more detalls.



http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/30/ipd-honored-uplb-instat-seminar-series
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/30/ipd-honored-uplb-instat-seminar-series
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/30/ipd-honored-uplb-instat-seminar-series
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/08/12/dr-lina-garan-heads-csu-sanchez-mira-campus
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/08/12/dr-lina-garan-heads-csu-sanchez-mira-campus
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/09/organizers-invite-college-freshmen-join-18th-philippine-statistics-quiz
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/09/organizers-invite-college-freshmen-join-18th-philippine-statistics-quiz
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/09/organizers-invite-college-freshmen-join-18th-philippine-statistics-quiz

fromp. 1 PSA Crafts a Code of Ethics for Statisticians

The reference materials for the Code of Ethics were derived from the websites of statistical associations of
Commonwealth countries: UK, Australia, New Zealand. Hence the bases were Codes of Conduct for the mem-
bers of these associations, with sanctions for non-compliance with any of the provisions. However as more gave
inputs, the committee was directed to the International Statistical Institute and the American Statistical Associa-
tion as well as the United Nations Statistics Division, which address a wider audience.

An initial draft of the code was formulated in a write-shop held on September 9 and 16, 2008 and patrtici-
pated in by professional statisticians, representatives of government and private institutions engaged in statisti-
cal work and the academe. The draft was further refined based on comments and discussions following the write
-shop, on comments and suggestions from members of the Board and on the views expressed by the represen-
tatives of the PSA regional chapters. Since the PSA membership is generally composed of many government
agencies (line, staff and academic), it was proposed that the Code address a wider audience extending beyond
the PSA. Thus a Code of Ethics has been prepared with no provisions for sanctions in case of non-compliance.
A few have suggested that there be, but PSA will be hard put to implement such at this time.

This Code of Ethics was presented to and approved in principle by the PSA general membership during its
Annual Meeting on December 5, 2008. Further revisions and additions were undertaken based on additional
comments received from various stakeholders and other statistics professionals. The Board has subsequently
approved the final version of the Code in its meeting on April 2, 2009.

This Code puts in writing an agreed set of globally accepted professional standards that should be followed
by statisticians in the country. It does not as yet express consequences for non-observance of any of the stan-
dards stated. The PSA, however, reserves the right to mete out sanctions for violations or non-observance in a

separate document, rule or legislation after it has officially issued the Code. A




NSCB Holds Forum on Statistical
Capacity Building

o enhance partnership among the development
partners, donor community and the government
on statistical capacity building and to serve as a
venue for advocating the outputs of the Philippine
Statistical System (PSS) and its resource require-
ments, the National Statistical Coordination Board
(NSCB) held a Forum on Statistical Capacity Building
on March 24, 2009 at the RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue,
Makati City. Specifically, the Forum was aimed to: (a) March 24, 2009
increase public awareness of the priority activities of JPRE Plaza, Makati
the major statistical agencies and selected line agen-
cies in 2010-2012; (b) enjoin existing and potential
development partners to support statistical activities
essential to national development; and (c) forge stra-
tegic partnerships for statistical capacity building be-
tween/among major statistical agencies and other line
agencies involved in statistical activities, the Depart-
ment of Budget and Management (DBM) and Con-
gress, and potential development partners from local
private corporations and international organizations.

NEDA Deputy Director General Margarita Songco flanked by PSA
President Nieves Osorio and NSCB Secretary General Romulo Virola.

This activity was the first PSS Forum of this kind
gathering the heads or senior level officials from the major statistical and line agencies, including the DBM and
Congress being agencies responsible for prioritizing government funding, together with private corporations and
international organizations as stakeholders. Expectedly, the forum opened avenues to forge strategic partner-
ships with existing and potential development partners for statistical capacity building. It is envisioned that this
activity will be held annually.

Around sixty (60) participants attended the event
including officials from the major statistical agencies in
the PSS such as the NSCB, National Statistics Office
(NSO), Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS), Bureau
of Labor and Employment Statistics (BLES), Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), and Statistical Research
and Training Center (SRTC). Other participants came
from government line agencies such as the DBM, De-
partment of Education (DepEd), Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Department of Tourism
(DOT), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), De-
partment of Science and Technology (DOST), and the
Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI). Repre-
sentatives from the Committees on Appropriations and
Finance of the Senate, the House of Representatives
as well as the League of Cities in the Philippines were
likewise invited. Completing the list of participants were
members of the media, leading private corporations in the country and international development partners such
as the Asian Development Bank (ADB), World Bank (WB), International Monetary Fund (IMF), United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), and the United Nations and its affiliated international organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Childrendéds Fund (UNI CE|
others.

- continued on p.5
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SRTC Works with BAS on
Broiller and Swine
Information Early Waming System

he Broiler and Swine Information Early Warning System (EWS)

is a collaborative project of the Statistical Research and Training

Center (SRTC), and the Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS),

Department of Agriculture-Office of the Secretary (DA-OSEC) and

its attached agencies. The project is being implemented in phases and

designed primarily to develop an appropriate methodology for a respon-

sive early warning system for agricultural commodities. Specifically, it

aims to develop and/or enhance the broiler and swine information data-
base and its data collection methodology.

The first phase of the project focused on the development of fore-
casting tools and models for the production and supply of broiler and
swine, which are the primary components of the EWS. A further refine-
ment of the supply model was undertaken during this phase particularly
swine supply. Current production efficiencies and technology were likewise incorporated in the broiler supply
model. The development of the demand model was also done using secondary sources and/or results of related
studies on broiler and swine forecasting. The main outputs of this phase are the Situation and Outlook Reports
(S&0) on Broiler and Swine Supply and Demand. Databases pertaining to this sector from member agencies
and the private sector were organized, updated and enhanced. In Phase Il the initial activities done in Phase |
were continued. Further development/enhancement of the forecasting tools, improvement of the data holdings,
and enhancement of the EWS webpage were the main activities in this phase. Establishment of data holdings,
improvement of data quality and its accessibility to the project core team members were undertaken. It also fo-
cused on industry monitoring and improvement of the data system for broiler and swine. The pilot test/survey on
broiler hatcheries and nucleus and multiplier farms for swine as part of the industry monitoring activity was also
undertaken to develop an alternative method of monitoring
and forecasting broiler and swine production performance. W
In preparation for the third phase of the project, Workshops
on the Livestock and Poultry Data System of BAS and Ori-

ROILER acd SWINE tod f] %

entation-Appreciation seminars about the project were con-
ducted with the DA regional/field office counterparts.

In Phase Il the initial activities done in Phase | were
continued. Further development/enhancement of the fore-
casting tools, improvement of the data holdings, and en-
hancement of the EWS webpage were the main activities in
this phase. Establishment of data holdings, improvement of
data quality and its accessibility to the project core team
members were undertaken. It also focused on industry
monitoring and improvement of the data system for broiler
and swine. The pilot test/survey on broiler hatcheries and
nucleus and multiplier farms for swine as part of the industry
monitoring activity was also undertaken to develop an alter-
native method of monitoring and forecasting broiler and




swine production performance. In preparation for the
third phase of the project, Workshops on the Live-
stock and Poultry Data System of BAS and Orienta-
tion-Appreciation seminars about the project were
conducted with the DA regionalffield office counter-
parts.

One of the highlights of this project is the crea-
tion of the EWS website which was launched during
the meeting of the National Task Force of Price and
Volume Watch on June 27, 2008 at the Bureau of
Animal Industry conference room. The EWS website
is linked to the websites of BAS and other member
agencies of the DA. The Situation and Outlook (S&O)
publications and the corresponding databases are to
be posted on e
these websites. iR

The third phase of the EWS project has yet to start. In addition to
what has been established for continuation and enhancement, this phase
is geared towards: (1) the review and update of forecast models for corn
production and simulation model for cost of production (COP) and supply-
value chain for broiler and swine using the results of pricing dynamics
study and B®@hkid AnahsSis; (RpReplication/expansion of pro-
jectds concept and approaches i nA
and X; and (3) Improvement of the broiler and swine information and data-
base and its data system at the sub-national level focusing at the pilot re-
gions. A

Contributed by Ana Julia J. Macaraig

fromp..3 NSCB Holds Forum on Statistical Capacity Building

During the Forum, NEDA Deputy Director General Margarita B. Songco delivered the Welcome Remarks.
NSCB Secretary General Romulo A. Virola presented the overview and challenges of the PSS and NSCB
OIC Director Candido J. Astrologo, Jr. outlined the objectives and mechanics of the activity. Priority statisti-
cal programs/activities of major statistical agencies were presented by high ranking officials of major statisti-

cal agencies as foll ows: AThe NSOb6s Major Role anfd Cont
Deputy Administrator Paula Monina C. Coll ado, AThHe Agr
rent State and Future Directionso by BAS Director] Rome

ticsd6 by BLES OI C Director Teresa V. Peralta, fi pandi

ecutive Director Gervacio G. Sel da, Jr ., and Al-mprovi i
Assistant Secretary General Lina V. Castro. Other presentations were focused on priority sectors to include

AA Unified I nformation System for Basic Educationo by
represented by Ms. Est her Dijamco and AEnvironmept anoc

Way Forwardo by DENR Director Eriberto C. Argete.

The participants commented, reacted and gave their views and opinions after each presentation. The
closing remarks was delivered by Dr. Virola. The moderator of the forum was Ms. Nieves L. Osorio, former
Undersecretary of the Department of Finance and currently the President of the Philippine Statistical Asso-
ciation, Inc. A

Contributed by Mr. Ruben V. L[tan




BSP Hosts Professorial Chair Lecture

he Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) once again wel-
comed a respected academician in its fold when it hosted
the 2" BSP Sterling Professorial Chair Lecture in Govern-
ment and Official Statistics at the Executive Business Center
of the BSP on February 3, 2009.

BSP Professorial Chairholder Dean Erniel Barrios of the UP
School of Statistics discussed his paper Spatial-Temporal Efficiency
of Regional Economies in the Philippines which analyzes the pat-
terns of regional development in the Philippines. Using a stochastic
frontier model, a method of economic modeling, he noted gaps in
the efficiency of resource use. He found out that the effectiveness in
the use of scarce resources reflects the cyclical growth of the Philip-
pine economy. Based on this model, he recommended measures to
reduce inefficiency and boost the growth of the economy.

Back in 2007, Dr. Barrios delivered a lecture on Growth, Con-
vergence and Spending Efficiency Among Filipino Households
which delved on the proper allocation of resources.

BSP gave the endowment (professorial chair) to the UP School
of Statistics through its Statistical Center Research Foundation, Inc.
to enrich the conduct of research and statistics, in line with the

Bankos commi t ment toAthe lear ni Ifll grnieﬂBQ’ri\ﬂsngaﬁ‘oq’ tP(e UP Statistical Center and

Contributed by Eve de Andres (Corporate Affairs B?h%e

Professorial Chairholder
jand

Jade Redoblado (Center for Monetary and Financial Policy)

Dr. Isidoro P. David Honored at UPLB

INSTAT Seminar Series

tatistics alumni, students, friends, and the faculty of the
Institute of Statistics of the University of the Philippines

Los Banos (UPLB INSTAT) took part in the UPLB IN-
STAT Annual Seminar Series last July 3, 2009. Among

the government institutions represented in the seminar were:
the National Statistics Office, with their Deputy Administrator
Paula Monina G. Collado, the National Statistical Coordination
Board with Secretary General Romulo A. Virola, the Bureau of
Agricultural Statistics with Director Romeo S. Recide, the Bu-

reau of Labor and Employment Statistics, and the Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI). PSA Presi-
dent Nieves L. Osorio also attended the seminar, as did Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales of the UP School of Sta-
tistics, and representatives of several universities and private institutions. A



http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/30/ipd-honored-uplb-instat-seminar-series
http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/07/30/ipd-honored-uplb-instat-seminar-series

SRTC @monsors 8 FacultyStudent
National Conference

he Statistical Research and Training Center
(SRTC), together with the University of the |
Philipines School of Statistics (UPSS) and Uni- |
versity of the Philippines Los Bafios Institute of |
Statistics (UP INSTAT) successfully sponsored the |
UP School of Statistics 9th Faculty-Student National |
Conference on Statistical Sciences. The event was |
held on October 6, 2008 at UP Diliman, Quezon City. |
More han 300 students and faculty of statistics and |
related fields from universities including research |
institutions gathered together to listen to paper pres- |
entations. ‘

Executive Director Gervacio G. Selda Jr. of |
SRTC, Dean Erniel Barrios of the UPSS and Director |
Emeterio S. Solivas of UP INSTAT gave inspiring |
messages and expressed their gratitude for the en-
thusiasm and the recordbreaking attendance of the participants, which went beyond expectations.

Keynote speaker of the conference was the Chairman of the Commission on Higher Education, Honorable
Emmanuel Angeles. Other personalities present include the President of the Philippine Statistical Association,
Inc. (PSA), Ms. Nieves L. Osorio, who was the resource speaker during the morning plenary session, and
Chancellor Sergio Cao of UP Diliman who delivered the closing remarks.

In the afternoon, parallel sessions were held in the areas of Biostatistics, Econometrics, Market Research,
Statistics in Education, Official Statistics, Computational Statistics and other fields where students and faculty
members presented their research outputs.

For this yearbés conference, an Undergraduate Student
oral presentations of the 10 best papers held at the SRTC on October 4, 2008. The judges for the competition
were PSA President Ms. Nieves Osorio, BSP Director Dr. Francisco Dakila Jr., and SRTC Director Gervacio
Sel da, Jr . (Chair). T Wieat ReallypMattels ifoe Iaconpe &G owth ia thenRhitippines: Em-
pirical Evi dence foy Mamuel ReowmardiFnAtbis aflUPSSaft awr vi v al An-drligy si s ©
Resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-T B) Patients admitt edbyaldrich OfrancidQlalerzad dP | nst i
INSTAT,andi Ant hr opogeni c Carbon Dioxide Emission in Asia: E
c i e rbg Raperto S. Deluna of the University of Southeastern Philippines. A

Contributed by Ana Julia J. Macaraig

SRTC Offers 2009 Statistical Training Courses

11l

The Statistical Research and Training Center (SRTC) invites those who are interested to
enroll in its statistical course offerings for 2009. The courses are posted in its website
(www.srtc.gov.ph). Those who would like to register online can simply click the
AREGI STER NOWO icon. The training course cale
available for download from the site.




3 Barangays in Batangas Benefit from UNDP -Funded
Project of SRTC and NEDA

hree pilot barangays of San Pascual, Batangas i Malaking Pook, Pila, and Pook ni Banal i reap the
benefits from a UNDP-funded project of the Statistical Research and Training Center (SRTC) and the
Nati onal Economic and Devel opment AdBasadovonitorigg AS-NE D A)
sessment and Reporting of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Progress at Sub-Nat i on al Leve
The project enabled these barangays to implement the Community-Based Monitoring System (CBMS) that
strengthens the monitoring, assessment, and reporting of MDG progress in their areas.

Two levels of trainings were conducted under the project. The first level was conducted by SRTC to
train resource persons for the various modules of CBMS. The second level trained the barangay chairpersons,
secretaries, councilors, and health workers of the pilot barangays in the use of CBMS, i.e., how to set up the
data system as well as how to generate the situational reports. This level incorporated four modules: (i) CBMS
data collection; (ii)) CBMS data processing and digitizing of barangay spot maps; (iii) CBMS database building,
and (iv) statistical data analysis and MDG progress report generation.

SRTC facilitated the completion of the project in less than a year. Its partnership and/or linkage with
NEDA Region IV-A, the CBMS Network Team, the Provincial Government of Batangas, local higher education
institutions like Batangas State University (BSU) and University of Batangas (UB), Municipal Government of
San Pascual ensured the smooth implementation of the project. SRTC also provided the necessary hardware
to the pilot barangays to serve as repository of CBMS data. In its presentation of output last December, Gov.
Vilma Santos-Recto lauded SRTC for the positive results of the project.

The success of the project in the 3 pilot barangays encouraged SRTC to aim for a Batangas-wide imple-
mentation of the said UNDP-funded activity. This will cover 30 municipalities and 2 cities, and involve once
again officials and partner agencies and institutions such as the Provincial Government of Batangas, city/
municipal governments, NEDA Region IV-A, and the CBMS Network Team.

The capacity building initiatives for the LGUs is pa
and effectiveness of anti-poverty interventions at the local level through the enhancement of the over-all qual-
ity of sub-national statistics, generated either as primary function or part of administrative and regulatory func-
tions, of LGUs. It is also in line with the thrust of the Philippine Government to strengthen coordinated efforts
andantcpoverty interventions at the | ocal l evel and UNDPOG:
Goals (MDGs) and reducing human poverty. A

Contributed by Ana Julia J. Macaraig

Call for PSA Awards Nominations

The PSA Search and Awards Committee is now accepting nominations for the g
following awards: , \
Y

1. Tito Mijares Lifetime Achievement Award
2. Outstanding Service Award w4

N—

Nomination forms are available at the Philippine Statistical Association office or may be downloaded|from
the PSA websitattp://www.philstat.org.phThe deadline for nominations3§€ September 2009



http://www.philstat.org.ph/news/2009/04/16/call-psa-awards-nomination
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NSO Holds Dissemination Forum
on Preliminary Results of 2008

he National Statistics Office (NSO) held a Dissemination

Forum on the Preliminary Results of the 2008 National Demo-
graphic and Health Survey (NDHS) at the Astoria Plaza in
Mandaluyong City last April 28, 2009.

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) Deputy
Director General Margarita Songco welcomed the forum participants,
in behalf of the Secretary of Socio-economic Planning and Director
General of the NEDA, Hon. Ralph Recto. The participants included
representatives from other government agencies, private institutions,
international organizations, and the academe. Benedicta Yabut of the
NSO Demographic and Social Statistics Division (DSSD) gave the
background of the 2008 NDHS, while NSO Administrator Carmelita
Ericta presented the surveyods pil

The 2008 NDHS preliminary results indicate that under-five mor-
tality rate had declined from 40 deaths per 1,000 live births in the
period 1998-2002 to 34 deaths per 1,000 live births during the period
2003-2007. The infant mortality rate in the country also decreased,
from 35 infant deaths per 1,000 live births in the period 1993-1997 to
25 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2003-2007. There has also been
some improvement in maternal care. About 91 percent of women
with at least one live birth in the 5 years prior to the 2008 NDHS had
received antenatal care from a health professional compared to 88
percent of the women based on the 2003 NDHS.

The 2008 NDHS also reveals that the contraceptive prevalence
rate (CPR) or the proportion of married women in the Philippines who
are using any method of family planning is 51 percent. The current
estimate of CPR and the estimates from the 1998 NDHS and 2003
NDHS imply increasing contraceptive use by married women over
the last decade: 47 percent in 1998, 49 percent in 2003, and 51 per-
cent in 2008.

Dr. Yolanda Oliveros of the National Center for Disease Preven-
tion and Control of the Department of Health and Dr. Jaime Galvez-
Tan of the University of the Philippines T Manila discussed the impli-
cations of the findings on health policies and programs. Dr. Mercedes
Concepcion, Professor Emeritus of the College of Social Science and
Phil osophy, University of t he P
demographic implications.

After the presentations, an open forum was moderated by NSO-
DSSD Chief Dr. Socorro Abejo. NSO Deputy Administrator Paula
Monina Collado delivered the closing remarks.

The 2008 NDHS is a nationally representative survey of almost
14,000 households and 14,000 women ages 15-49, conducted from
August 7 to September 27, 2008. The 2008 NDHS is the ninth in a
series of demographic surveys undertaken by the National Statistics
Office at five-year intervals since 1968. The United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) provided funding assistance for
some activities during the preparatory and processing phases of the
2008 NDHS. Macro International provided technical assistance to the

project. A Contributed by Vicente D. Olaiva

AWE DI D |
BLES Passed its ISO
Surveillance for the
8" YEAR

he Bureau of Labor and Employment
Statistics (BLES) was recently given a
thumbsup by Mr. Patrocinio Nocon, the
assigned SGS Auditor, who checked the
Bureaubs
Quality Management System (QMS) require-
ments. This is the 8th year BLES has undergone
an external audit for ISO certification, now on its
third cycle as every certificate granted is good for
thrFe. years. The surveillance visit on the con-
find

afiof"df tHe®értilcatidn & %ngluc{ec? annu-
ally.

Members of the BLES QMS Steering
Committee, Ol@irector Teresa V. Peralta,
Division Chiefs Manuel L. Laopao, Editha B.
Rivera and OICs Asuncion M. Gavila and
Rosario G. Fajardo, who is also the Quality Man-
agement Representative (QMR), with the Super-
vising Labor and Employment Officers and the
Document Control Custodian welcomed this
announcement on April 1, 2009. Ms. Josie
Perez, the Industry Expert accompanying Mr.
Nocon, witnessed the
jubilation as a BLES
staff sang
We did it!o
the Explorer style.

The audit cov-
ered an assessment of
the survey processes of
the Employment and
Manpower Statistics Division (EMSD) and the
Labor Standards Statistics Division (LSSD) in-

T!

compliance

to

i We
i n

Feluding cpstornen related proaessés | ared ddesign h e

and development; processes of the IT Support
Group; internal quality audit; management re-
view; corrective and preventive actions; cus-
tomer satisfaction measurement (CSM); cus-
tomer complaints handling; use of logo; and
those under the jurisdiction of the top manage-
ment.

The Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS),
the 1SO certifying body hired by the BLES, has
been the bureaubs
vider since it decided to pursue adherence to
QMS standards in 2002A

Contributed by Theresita Pangan

busi ne

<



PSA Region 6 Chapter Conducts Series of
Seminar -Workshops on Research and Statistics

Participants of the semimkshop on Data Analysis and Interpretations held at WVSU or2FeBO@Shpase with trsouece
persons namely, Dr. Sonia Formacion, Ms. Jhoanne Marsh Gatpatan, Dr. Cherry Nepomuceno and Prof. MichellerBesana and PSA F
6 Chapter President Dr. Wilhelm Cerbo.

ith the theme fiRetooling of Stakehol ders on Resear
seminasworkshops on research and statistics among its members to enhance their knowledge and skills in the research
process, thereby improving their research productivity.

Three of the four series were already conducted which focused on the following topics: Raasarth Craft 1: Concepts,
Substance and Designs; Phasé&@search Craft 2: Sampling Techniques and Instrumentations; and PRaese&ch Craft 3:
Data Analysis and Interpretatidn®arametric Tests.

Phase 1 Research Craft 1. Concepts, Substance and Designhs was held last Septemi@808aat the University of the
Philippines in the Visayas, Graduate Education Building. Topics covered were: Conceptualization, Framing and Formulation of
Research Problems and Objectives; and Hypotheses and Conceptual/ Theoretical Framework by Dr. Fely David, Dean,Graduate
School of Central Philippine University; Review of Related Literature and Studies by Dr. Wilhelm P. Cerbo, Chair, Department
Mathematics of West Visayas State University; and Research Design: Descriptive, Historical and Experimental by Dr. Editha Y.
Sillorequez, Dean, College of Education of West Visayas State University.

Phase 2 Research Craft 2: Sampling Technigues and Instrumentations was held last Decénilie2008 at the lloilo
Grand Hotel, lloilo City simultaneous with the General Assembly Meeting. The topics covered were: Sampling Techniques by
Prof. Vicente T. Balinas, Professor, University of the Philippines in the Visayas; Research Instruments Part 1 byMDSikditha
lorequez, Dean, College of Education of West Visayas State University; and Research Instruments Part 2 by Dr. Roal A. Alli,
fessor, West Visayas State University College of Agriculture and Forestry, Lambunao, lloilo. Ms. Nieves L. OsoriodPresident
the Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. and former President of the Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Managenatiemt Corpo
was the Keynote Speaker during the General Assembly Meeting.

President of the Philippine Statistical Assaciation, Inc. and former President of the Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Man-
agement Corporation was the Keynote Speaker during the General Assembly Meeting.
- continued on p.22
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Code of Ethics
for Statisticians

Foreword

It has been an aspiration of the Philippine Statistical Associ
(PSA) to institute a system of accreditation or certification for stat

professionals, similar to those existing in Australia, New Zealand, t

ation

Definition of Terms

The MerriarVe b st er 6 s Col | egi
Y definition of statistics is: "a branch of mathe-
atics dealing with the collection, analysis, inter-

United Kingdom, and the United States. On at least two fronts, tth ?ata,t,'on’.lzntﬂ pf;engoan;f ?assgfcggnnumencal
| abel 6statisticiand may havg.'}{\{nég %{ng?ﬁ qlr?%{ mi s a|
definedt as:™the matnematics of the collection,

unscrupulous professionals.
In graduate school, theses and dissertation students fall p
unqualified professionals giving advice, often inaccurate, on stat|

methodology and analysis. During election campaigns, results

opinion polls conducted by
media without the necessary technical information on sampling
sign, questionnaire design, field operations and data processing,
others.

The accreditation stage will deal with what would be
gualifications: education, work experience, research record as V|
the behavior or ethical standards of the statistics practitioner. This
addresses the latter. The necessary academic background, an

’ eyo&gani_zation, and intgrpretation of numerical data,
<t c%oeually the analysis of population characteristics

inference from sampling." Integrating both, the
prE P Houss Unabidged Didionayy lefines 1 ;
) S At'he science that e a
b #%gtlon, analysis, and interpretation of numerical

acts or data, and that, by use of mathematical theo-

h ries of probability, imposes order and regularity on

the
dd9regates of more or

CodisA President Jon Kettenring prefers to define
d seiistics

| es

experience needed to bring about the conduct and/or behavior ¢f such . .as the science of learning from data and is

professionals may be deduced from this Code.
A respected statistician in the service of the PSA sums the
up into O6Service over pecu
accept full responsibility for their professional performance and f
all their commitments. This may be a good starting point.
There are numerous codes of conduct/ethics and related m.

available as reference. This exercise has examined the Codes in effe®
in Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, and the United Statgs.
more comprehensive source is the one prepared by the Interngati
6 Dec|l
ences have been released by the United Nations Statistics Di 'si@ﬁ'.d
Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and Principles Governin

Statistical Il nstitute,

International Statistical Activities.

This document liberally lits welkrticulated passages from the
documents to explicate the results arising from the consul
discussions conducted by the Philippine Statistical Associati
jumpstart the preparation, improvement and validation processes

essential for the proper running of govern-
se allment, central to decision making in  industry,
n i andy core cornpsdnert of modeini egutd .
Lfill - tional curricula at all level$

St at

Statisticiansare professionals who are trained
rovide crucial guidance in determining what
formation is reliable and which predictions can
OE%Frusted through the applica
qehadsSiatsigians b dgmyne besamplipg, 4 |
ata collection methods, monitor the execution
f the study and the processing of data, and advise
n the strengths and limitations of the results. They
must understand the nature of uncertainties and be
le to draw conclusions in the context of particu-
r statistical applications.
ttp:/mmw.amstat.org/careers/index.cfm?
fuseaction=whatisstatistics].

terials

Se
ti
n

Statisticians apply their mathematical and statistical knowledge to the design of surveys and experiments; the collection,
processing, and analysis of data; and the interpretation of the experiment and survey results. Opinion polls, staements of
racy on scales and other measuring devises, and information about average earnings in an occupation are all usailly the work
statisticians. Statistical methods may be applied to a variety of subject areas, such as biology, economics, endineering, me

cine, public health, psychology, marketing, education, and sports
not be made without statistical techniques.

. Many economic, social, political, and military deeisions ¢




For the general public, statisticians should be able to convey
the scope, relevance, and conclusions of a study without
any technical distractions. For the professional literature,
statisticians must strive to answer the questions likely to

Statistical practitioners should pay responsible attention tooccur from among their peers.
the following in the conduct of their professional activities:
Statisticians should always focus on how their study can
The Socia| Va'ue Of their Work and |ts Consequences beneﬁt the F|I|p|n0 Community in genel’a|. Statisticians
on, among Others’ respect for the |ife, |iberty, d|gn|ty, and should harness the pOSSibilitieS open to them to extend the
property of other people. scope of statistical inquiry, and to communicate their
The use Of Statistica' Work in the pursuit Of the truth ﬁndings, for the beneﬁt Of the WideSt pOSSib|e Community.
at all instances and not toward justifying predetermined Statisticians shall in their professional statistical practice
outcomes. have regard for procedures designed to ensure the highest
The acceptance that while statistics has a body of ~€thical standards. Statisticians should have appropriate
established knowledge, it also has many unresolved issue§nowledge and understanding of relevant legislation,
that requires frank and open discussion. regulations and standards within their chosen fields and that
The constant upgrading of Competence in their Work_they should ensure Compliance with such requirements.
Adherence to all applicable and ethically appropriate
laws and regulations, as well as international covenants 2. Integrity and Competence
Management of freelprovided information into data
archives consistent with responsible protection of the safe1 Statisticians should at all times uphold the reputation
and confidentiality of human beings and organizations of the profession and seek to improve professional
involved. standards through participation in their development
[http://www.amstat.org/about/ethicalguidelines.cfm] and use, and should avoid any action which will ad-
versely affect the good standing of statistics and statis-
ticians. Statisticians should accept full responsibility
for their professional performance and fulfill their
commitments and obligations. They, however, have
the right of disengagement in the face of a dilemma

The Code of Ethics

0. Guiding Principles

1. Public Interest

1.1 Statisticians should promote initiatives to make the
public aware of the data being produced. Statisticians

are mandated to advance public knowledge and
understanding of statistics and to counter false or
misleading statements. They shall not make any public
statement in their professional capacity unless

competent to do so and, where appropriate, authorize%

to do so.

Statisticians should always advocate for the proper use
of appropriate statistics. Hence, it is important that
statisticians be involved in the initial stages of the

research design, preferably in the planning stageto 2.3

ensure appropriate statistics are generated and used
properly.

1.2 Statisticians must be ready to share information with

the public Statistical inquiry is predicated on the
belief that greater access to wegtbunded informa-
tion is beneficial to society. The fact that statistical
information can be misconstrued or misused, or that
its impact can be different on different groups, is not

in itself a convincing argument against its collection 2.4

and dissemination. Nonetheless, statisticians should
consider the likely consequences of collecting and
disseminating various types of data and should guard
against predictable misinterpretations or misuse.
Statistical reports must be written and released with
due consideration of the intended audience, and
proprietary rights in the case of private funds.

involving professional standards or conscience. When
applicable, they should also promptly and publicly
own and correct any errors discovered after
publication of any research undertaken.

Statisticians should be willing to help strengthen the
work of others through appropriate peer review.
When doing so, they are expected to complete the
review promptly and well.

Statisticians should regard criticisms constructively as
well as respect differences of opinion. They should not
assume nor pretend to know everything about
statistics. They should admit their limitations and
clearly state their statistical qualifications and
experience relevant to their work. They should not
condone retaliation against or damage to the
employability of those who responsibly call attention

to possible scientific error or misconduct.

Statisticians do not manipulate data at all costs nor do
they allow improper use of statistical work and data.
Statisticians should stick to facts. They do not
manufacture, fabricate or alter survey results nor do
they exaggerate the accuracy or explanatory power of
their data. Statisticians deplore all types of
professional misconduct, not just plagiarism and data
fabrication or falsification.




2.5 Statisticians should conform to recognized good practice including 3.

Duty to Profession / Obligation to

quality standards which are in their judgment relevant and ethical, and Colleagues

shall encourage their colleagues to do likewlsgconduct certain
inquiries statisticians need to collaborate with colleagues in other 3.1
disciplines, as well as with interviewers, clerical staff, students, etc.

In these cases statisticians should make their own ethical principles
clear and take account of the ethical principles of their collaborators.

2.6 Statisticians should exercise prudence in sharing statistical data ariti2
interpretation.
Statisticians must be discriminating as to when, how and to whom
with regard to data. Where full disclosure of research parameters to
subjects or to other investigators is not advisable, as in some
randomized clinical trials, statisticians as part of the research team
should be ready to inform them of the nature of the information
withheld and the reason for withholding it.

3.3

2.7 Statisticians must maintain transparency in their statistical
undertakings.
They clearly and fully disclose the process undertaken to safeguard
validity and address the suitability of the analytic methods and their
inherent assumptions relative to the circumstances of the specific
study. They should identify the ngamoprietary computer routines
used to implement the analytic methods. When reporting analyses of
volunteer data or other data not representative of a defined population,
they should include appropriate disclaimers. They should disclose the
limits of statistical inference of the study and possible sources of
error. They should disclose any significant failure to follow through
fully on an agreed sampling or analytic plan and explain any resulting
adverse consequences. In publications or testimony, they should
identify the ultimate financial sponsor of the study, the stated purpose,
and the intended use of the study results. They should report the 3.4

Statisticians should promote the growth
of their profession by regularly
updating themselves on new statistical
methods/areas.

Statisticians should strive to upgrade
their professional knowledge and skill
and maintain awareness of
technological developments, proce-
dures and standards which are relevant
to their field, and should encourage
their colleagues to do likewise.

Statisticians should interact with
colleagues to promote their profession.
Statisticians should be willing to share
their statistical knowledge and expertise
with colleagues. Statisticians should be
open to questions/suggestions from
colleagues. They should mentor and
encourage young statisticians.
Statisticians should encourage and
support fellow statisticians in their
professional development and, where
possible, provide opportunities for the
development of new entrants to the
profession.

Statisticians should regard their fellow

sources and assessed adequacy of the data as well as the data cleanirgjatisticians with respect. Statisticians

and screening procedures used, including any imputation.

2.8 Statisticians should always inform users about the limitations of their
data.
They should also provide documentation on sampling designs of
surveys conducted. They should always provide summaries or results

should act with integrity towards

fellow statisticians and towards
members of other professions with
whom they interact in a professional
capacity, and should avoid engaging in
any activity which is incompatible with

as well as complete and accurate metadata of their research studies totheir professional status. While it is

the public and/or clientele, subject to proprietary rights.

2.9 Statisticians should have strong educational foundation in statistics.
Statisticians should be knowledgeable in the proper use of statistical
tools, methods and techniques in their specific areas of expertise and
should be ready to defend their choice of statistical methodologies in
their studies. They should exhibit competence and high standard in
their work and must adhere to scientific rules in the production of
knowledge and conform to high quality standards of data and output.

2.10 Statisticians should strive for relevance in statistical analyses.
Typically, each study should be based on a competent understanding
of the subject matter and statistical protocols that are clearly defined
for the stage (exploratory, intermediate, or final) of analysis to justify
both the practical relevance of the study and the amount of data to be
used.

their responsibility to properly correct
any misuse or misinterpretations in sta-
tistics, no statistician should cast doubt
on the professional competence of
another. They should not be
condescending or patronizing toward
fellow statisticians. They should
express different opinions in appropri-
ate venues and should not claim work
done by others. They respect and
acknowledge the contributions and the
intellectual property of others. In publi-
cations or testimony, the identity of the
person responsible for the statistical
work must always be apparent. not lay
claim to any level of competence which
they do not possess.




Statisticians should not think of themselves as4.2 Statisticians should not accept contractual conditions that are
the only experts in the area. They should contingent upon a particular outcome from a proposed statistical

promote sharing of (nonproprietary) data inquiry. Statisticians should deliver the statistical services/products
and methods. As appropriate, they to clients as agreed upon. Statisticians should carry out work with
should make suitably documented data due care and diligence in accordance with the requirements of the
available for replicate analyses, metadata employer or client and should, if their professional judgment is over
studies, and other suitable research by -ruled, indicate the likely consequences.

qualified investigators.
Theyshouldiex pl ai n any expected adver s

3.5 Statisticians should seek to conform to to follow throughonanagreeddpon sampling or ana
recognized good practice including While statisticians operate within the value systems of their
quality standards which are in their societies, they should always uphold their professional integrity
judgment relevant, and should encourage without fear or favor. They should not engage or collude in
their colleagues to do likewise. selecting methods designed to produce misleading results or in
Statisticians should appreciate new misrepresenting statistical findings by commission or omission.

statistical methodologies developed by

colleagues. Assessments should be 5. Obligations to Respondents

directed at the methods themselves rather

than at the individuals who developed, 5.1 Statisticians should ensure confidentiality of private information

selected or used these methodologies. being collected from respondents. Statisticians are obliged to
protect the privacy and confidentiality of research subjects and data
Obligations to Funders and Employers concerning all respondents, whether the information is obtained
directly from them, from other persons, or from administrative
4.1 Statisticians should maintain objectivity records. Statisticians should take appropriate measures to prevent
in handling statistical work at all times their data from being published or otherwise released in a form that
even if these activities are funded by would all ow any subjectds identit
interest groups. Statisticians should not smaltscale specialized studies, possible secondary and indirect uses
allow themselves to be used by interest of the data should be anticipated when obtaining approvals from
groups. They should not manipulate research subjects; approvals as may be appropriate for peer review
data to produce results in favor of the and for independent replication of analyses must also be obtained
employer/client. Statisticians should from research subjects.
clarify in advance the respective
obligations of the funder and the 5.2 Statisticians should in their professional practice safeguard basic
statistician. Reports of the findings human rights and should avoid any actions that could adversely
should (where appropriate) specify their affect such rights.

role. Statisticians shall declare any
interests, financial or otherwise, which 5.3 Statistical enquiries involving human subjects should, as far as

could be perceived as influencing the practicable, be based on the freely given informed consent of
outcome of work undertaken for a client subjects even if participation is required by law. The identities of

or employer. Statisticians should the subjects should be kept confidential unless consent for
consider the available methods and disclosure is explicitly obtained. The purpose and objectives of the
procedures for addressing a proposed study should be clearly stated to the subject, especially in small
inquiry and should provide the funder or trials wherein sample sizes may not be sufficient to establish valid
employer with an impartial assessment conclusions. In voluntary inquiries, subjects should not be under the
of the respective merits and demerits of impression that they are required to participate; they should be
alternatives. Where appropriate, they aware of their entittement to refuse participation and withdraw data
should present a client or employer with supplied at any stage for whatever reason. Information that would
choices among valid alternative be likely to affect a subject's willingness to participate should not be
statistical approaches that may vary in deliberately withheld. Statisticians should be aware of the intrusive
scope, cost, or precision. Funders or potential of some of their work. They have no special entittement
employers may legitimately require to study all phenomena. The advancement of knowledge and the
statisticians to keep certain furnished pursuit of information are not themselves sufficient justifications
information confidential. However, for overriding other social and cultural values. The statistician
statistical methods and procedures that should try to minimize disturbance both to subjects themselves and
have been utilized to produce published to the subjects' relationships with their environment. Excessive risk
data should not be kept confidential. to research subjects and excessive imposition on their time and

privacy should be avoidedA




The PSA Central Visayas Chapter Conducts
Summer Institute 2009

he Philippine Statistical Association Cen-
tral Visayas Chapter (PSA-CV) is now 4
years old! Our thrust is to provide trainings
- for tertiary teachers of statistics and practitio-
ners in Region VII and some neighboring prov-
inces in Visayas and Mindanao. Thus, we es-
tablished a Summer Institute and offer statistics
training courses every summer. The first train-
' ing course offered was on Data Analysis using
SPSS held at UP Cebu in 2006. The resource
person was Dr. Lisa Grace Bersales of UP Dili-
man. She was also the resource person in the
second training course in 2008 on Time Series
" Analysis held at UP Cebu again. This year, the
training course offered was on the Design and
Analysis of Experiments and Surveys held at
the Cebu Institute of Technology on April 3-4,
2009. The resource person was Dr. Arturo Y.
Pacificador, Jr. who was formerly connected
with UPLB but is now with De La Salle Univer-
sity.

Dr. Arturo Pacificador of DLSU giving a lecture on Design and AnalysiFbé Summer Institute 2009 was attended
Experiments and Surveys at the Cebu Institute of Technology. by 68 participants who came not just from Re-

gion VIl (Cebu, Bohol and Negros Oriental) but
also from other parts of the Visayas such as Bacolod City, Samar and Leyte. All of these 68 participants have
applied for membership with the PSA-CV. At present, we already have 80 members. We expect this to in-
crease by the third week of July when we conduct our training for high school statistics/mathematics teachers in
the region. PSA-CV started in 2006 with only 15 founding members. Just to maintain the status quo, we had

again 15 members in 2007. Last year, the membership doubled. This year, our target is 150 members. A
Contributed by Nelia S. Ereno (President, PSA Central Visayas
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BAS: Soaring @ 46

Responding to Global Challenges Through Quality Statistics

or the past 46 years, the Bureau of Agricul-

tural Statistics (BAS) has been commemorat-

ing its founding anniversary every 22" of

June. Itis that time of the year, be it in good or in

hard times, when the Bureau takes pride in recog-

nizing and giving tribute its personnel and operating

units who made outstanding contributions to the Bu-

reauds wor k i Andndesongmi slitmp

can stop the BAS family from celebrating this tradition.

This yeards simple yet

tion had f oRespontirg tot Globan€hal-
lenges Through Quality Statisticso .

At 46, the BAS keeps getting stronger and with
various reasons to feel really good. Befitting the ann|
versaryds theme is the
more clientele both from the government and prlvate
sectors in providing quality statistical products and
services through enhanced information dissemination.
The Bureau continues to produce quality statistics
which contributes significantly to policy making in the
agricultural sector of the country. As Director Romeo
S. Recide pointed out, 46 marks another important
milestone for the Bureau as it leads up closer to cele-
brating its golden anniversary with so much to be
thankful for and so much to look forward to.

AA responsive DA needs
with innovative and responsive statistics. It means
that BAS has to be on the cutting edge in measuring
all developments of the agricultural economy. Statis-
tics should reflect and measure that ever-present
change. 0

AThus, we call on the
initiatives meant to serve as many of our clientele as
possible, so they could appreciate our efforts, our
achievements and successes i1 that are confirmed
and shown by the statistics you continuously gather
and analyze. 0

Thus said Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap,
who was represented by Undersecretary Jesus Em-
manuel M. Paras at the 46™ Anniversary celebration of
BAS on June 19, 2009 at the Bureau of Soils and Wa-
ter Management Convention Hall, Diliman, Quezon
City.

He further emphasi zed
continue to depend on your timely and credible statis-
tical information in making appropriate and timely pol-

me

Z\7 ANIMYEDN

Jun
ding o Global Challeng

br a-

Jesus Emmanu

5n5' I&\S lﬂre{: rrR

Undersecreta
ARlia s (don

respective messages.

& s.Bitdtof delidlih§'their

E; ras, BAS Assijstant Dlresi:tor
(o)

icy decisions as we shift to high gears in implementing
President Gloria Macapagal-Ar r oy 0 6 s enhancec
intensified food security and sufficiency program called

Fertilizer, Irrigation, Extension, Loans, Dryers and
Seeds (F.I .E.L.D.S.). 00
i We take pride in your cou

maybe even some sleepless nights, of hard work that
has kept the BAS among the most vital and most

ptroo mé mretnit n wayleine i esmef uphe DA f

The occasion was highlighted by the presentation
of t he B u-yearaccdmplishments and confer-
ment of awards to model operating units and personnel
from the Central Office and Operations Centers. Re-
cent retirees and loyal employees who have rendered

dedicated g
services to
the Bureau
were also
duly recog-
nized. A

Contributed by Eppie C. Gonzales
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BAS Unites for Another

Challenge

he Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS) held
its annual National Management Consultative
Meeting (NMCM) at the Philippine Carabao
Center (PCC) in the Science City of Mufoz,
Nueva Ecija on June 15 to 18, 2009. It was patrtici-
pated in by all Regional Agricultural Statistics Officers
(RASOs), Provincial Agricultural Statistics Officers
(PASOs), Division Chiefs and concerned staff of the
Central Office.

The activities of this
following: 1) presentation of the different plans and
programs of the Bureau including a review of the cur-
rent status and a discussion of proposed activities that
will improve, update, and/or complete, the existing
programs; 2) conduct of the first level training on the
Costs and Returns Survey of Palay and Corn Produc-
tion; 3) presentation of papers on issues and concerns
in the conduct of statistical operations, by sub-sector;
4) updates on status and presentation of problems
being encountered on special/developmental statisti-
cal activities of the Bureau; and 5) briefing on the Per-
formance Management Systems-Office Performance
Evaluation System (PMS-OPES) and discussion of
other administrative and financial concerns affecting
the operations and employees of the Bureau. The
NMCM also served as an avenue for updating and
assessing the recent and ongoing statistical activities
of the Bureau.

A series of presentations and group workshops
were conducted. An interaction was also conducted in
the evening of the third day, which was actively joined
by all the participants.

year6s NMCM focused on t

Towards the end of the NMCM, the participants
were asked to rate the NMCM on a scale of 1 to 5,
where 5 is the highest based on the following items:
1) Plenary Presentation; 2) Costs and Returns Survey;
3) Paper Presentations on issues and concerns; 4)
Updates on Statistical Activities; 5) Briefing on OPES-
PMS; 6) Internal Audit; 7) Administrative and Financial
Matters; 8) Physical Location of the Venue; 9) Food
and Accommodation; 10) Program Duration; 11) Se-
cretariat/Facilitator Support; and 12) Interaction
Among Participants.

Based on the evaluation results, the top three (3)
items were: Secretariat/Facilitator Support (4.48);
Physical Location of the Venue (4.42); and Food and
Accommodation (4.36). Among the topics presented,
Rationalization Plan (4.16); Strategic Plan (4.11); and
A Review of the BAS Plans and Programs (4.11) gar-
nered the highest rating. A

Contributed by Hazel Ann L. Alforja
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